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TOWARDS CLEAN AIR IN THE CITY OF   

MBOMBELA 

SIBONGILE NGWENYAMA

 

he City of Mbombela has embarked on a 

process to develop its Air Quality 

Management Plan (AQMP) to address air 

quality issues within its boundaries. An AQMP is a 

guiding plan that outlines the current state of air 

quality in an area, how it is changing over time 

and what can be done to ensure that clean air 

is attained and maintained. 

The City has a responsibility to monitor air quality 

within its jurisdiction. Therefore the AQMP will 

assist in specifying poor air quality hotspot areas 

where air quality monitoring stations or networks 

can be installed to monitor emission levels. 

 

          

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                         

 

 

By achieving the above rationale, the City will be 

assisting the country and the world in achieving  

Chapter five of the National Development Plan 

2030 (Ensuring environmental sustainability and 

an equitable transition to a low-carbon 

economy) and Goal 11 of Sustainable 

Development Goals seeks to achieve inclusive, 

safe, resilient and sustainable cities. The move 

towards air quality monitoring in the City of 

Mbombela contributes immensely towards the 

pledge made by the Republic of South Africa in 

the United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCC); to reduce emissions 

by 34% in 2020.   
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The rationale for compiling an AQMP is: 

 To comply with section 15(2) of the Air 

Quality Act (Act 39 of 2004).  

 To minimize the adverse impacts of 

air pollution on humans and the 

natural environment.  

 To promote a clean and healthy 

living environment for all Mbombela 

residents.  

 To reduce the emissions of 

greenhouse gases with a view to 

support the city’s climate change 

adaptation or mitigation initiatives.  

 To achieve acceptable air quality 

levels throughout the city”. 

 

 

 

National Environmental Management: 

Air Quality Act (No. 39 of 2004) 

 

‘we can’t stop breathing but 

we can do something about the 

quality of the air we breathe’. 

‘Be part of the Solution 

not part of the Pollution’ 



 

 

 

A CLOSER LOOK AT THE BARBERTON MAKHONJWA MOUNTAIN WORLD HERITAGE SITE 

ith much excitement and enthusiasm 

the City of Mbombela Environmental 

Management Forum members took off 

to the Southern Region where the fourth quarter 

EMF was held on the 13th of June 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While development has come with a number of 

problems, it was due to the development of the 

road that links South Africa to the kingdom of 

eSwatini via the Josefsdal Border that this 

magnificent site was discovered. 

With its high value not so much on its landscape 

but, on its geology with rock formations similar to 

none anywhere in the world. 

 

 

Mr. Louis Loock from MTPA gave a brief 

background on the Barberton Makhonjwa 

Mountain and how it was declared a world 

heritage site. The heritage site stretches over 2 

District Municipalities; Ehlanzeni District 

Municipality: City of Mbombela and Gert 

Sibande District Municipality: Albert 

Luthuli Local Municipality and both were 

engaged at community level prior to the 

site being declared a World Heritage site 

by United Nations Educational, Scientific 

and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).  

Although the site was declared a World 

Heritage Site in July 2018, the geotrail was launched 

in April 2013 with 13 developed geosites with 

varying rock formations and 153 geosites proposed 

to be constructed. 70% of the WHS sits on Barberton 

Nature reserve, Songimvelo Nature Reserve and a 

number of privately owned reserves. 

            

Even though the Barberton Makhonjwa    

Mountain World Heritage site is a protected site 

this does not entail that communities cease 

their normal livelihood activities however, this 

inscription comes with restrictions such as the 

prohibition of mining or the removal of rocks 

from site. Much was learnt on the day!! 
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ZANELE KUZHANGA  

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT FORUM 

EMF 

members at the 

Barberton 

Makhonjwa 

Mountain 

EMF members 

listened 

attentively to the 

presentation by 

Mr. Louis Loock 



 

 

he 2019 World Environment day was held on the 7th June 

2019 in Ward 9 at Phumelela Bible College situated at 

Mganduzweni in the Northern Region of the City of 

Mbombela. The theme for 2019 is “Air pollution” we can’t stop 

breathing but we can do something about the quality of the 

air we breathe. The event was graced by different 

stakeholders namely; 

 IUCMA 

 Working on Fire 

 EDM 

 Greens’ waste 

 Up-Up-Up Youth project 

 Junxion communications 

 DARDLEA 

 DWS 

 SANBI 

 Community based structures 

(home based care) and the 

traditional authority). 

The clean-up targeted the main routes 

within Mganduzweni including the taxi 

rank, local schools and the R538 

towards Hazyview. Community 

members and officials were grouped 

into teams of 10 members and 

dispersed into different routes for 

effective cleaning. Green’s Waste, 

provided a waste removal truck and 1 

tonne waste bags to collect all 

recyclables. 

 

 

 

 

After the clean-up activities, everyone 

gathered in the hall for the 

commencement of the formal session 

which was chaired by the Municipal Spokesperson Mr. 

Joseph Ngala. The formal session aims at educating 

community members about environmental issues which 

affect them daily and to also promote environmental best 

practices. 

 

The following stakeholders provided talks during the event:  

 City of Mbombela: Green Building 

Requirements. 

 Ehlanzeni District Municipality: Diseases 

caused by pollution.  

 City of Mbombela: Fire and Flood Disasters 

                         Disaster and Emergency Hotline: 013 753 5333. 

 Department of Water and Sanitation: Ground 

Water Pollution.  

 Greens Waste: 

Opportunities in 

Recycling. 

 

The keynote address 

was delivered by Pastor 

Mndzebele.  

She emphasized on the 

role of the community in 

environmental 

protection and stated 

that government cannot 

do it on its own. She 

encouraged 

government to 

continuously conduct 

education and 

awareness events to 

encourage communities 

to do right. Much 

appreciation to the 

Ward 9 community as 

the event was a success. 
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WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 
 

 

 

 

SIHLE MTHEMBU 

Thanks to   

Green’s  Waste & 

IUCMA for 

providing 

transport 

 

 

 

No!!!! to 

dumping 

nappies in 

wetlands, rivers 

and streams 

 



 

 

enryn College invited the City of Mbombela’s 

Environmental Management Division to the 

school as they celebrated World Environment 

Day on the 5th June 2019. The city officials were 

accompanied by Langa, the City’s Environmental 

Ambassador. The engagement was with the 

Foundation Phase (Gr. R to Gr. 3). 

 

Langa was kept as a surprise and was introduced to 

the learners at a later stage to a huge excitement. 

Learners engaged with Langa. From the discussions, 

the learners showed their insight on World 

Environment Day and generally their understanding 

of the environment they live in. The talk was very 

engaging which gave the learners an opportunity to 

express their own opinions.  

Meeting Langa however came with mixed emotions, 

some wanted to touch him and some did not even 

want to get anywhere near him. Learners were 

taught Langa’s song. Everyone joined in to sing the 

song about recycling, planting trees and saving the 

planet. 

 
The grade 3 learners as the oldest group in the 

foundation phase were tasked with the 

responsibility to teach other learners about what 

they learnt and to be ambassadors for Langa. They 

were all given the Langa sticker to remind them of 

this special day and to promote environmental 

protection in their daily activities. 

 

The Penryn College community is looking forward to 

Langa’s next visit. Langa is scheduled to visit, educate 

and create awareness in environmental issues in 

various schools across all 4 regions of the 

Municipality. 
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LANGA VISITS PENRYN COLLEGE 
NOMPUMELELO MSOMI 

SOME OF THE QUESTIONS POSED TO LEARNERS. 

 The significance of World Environment 

Day. 

 Their understanding of what the 

environment is. 

 What they can individually do promote a 

clean and healthy environment. 
For more information, please contact: 

Ms. Nompumelelo Msomi 

Education and Awareness Program 

013 759 2374 

Nompumelelo.Msomi@mbombela.gov.za 
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